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Overview 

Â Accessing GUS data 

Â Documentation 

Â The datasets 

 

 



Data and 

documentation 1. 
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UK Data Service UK Data Service 

 

“The UK Data Service is a comprehensive resource 

funded by the ESRC to support researchers, teachers 

and policymakers who depend on high-quality social and 

economic data. 

Here you will find a single point of access to a wide range 

of secondary data including large-scale government 

surveys, international macrodata, business microdata, 

qualitative studies and census data from 1971 to 2011” 

 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us.aspx 

 

http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us.aspx
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/about-us.aspx
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GUS: what is held at UKDS ? 

•GUS datasets  

•GUS documentation 

 

Documentation includes 

• User guide to datasets 

• Annotated questionnaire and showcards 

• Data dictionary (full variable list, including derived variables) 

• Derived variables list and SPSS syntax 

• Interviewer instructions 

• Coding and editing instructions 

 

Documentation is also available from the GUS website  

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=5760&type=Data%20catalogue#documentation
http://www.esds.ac.uk/
http://www.crfr.ac.uk/gus/
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UK Data Service UK Data Service 

 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/series/?sn=200020 

 

Without registering, you should be able to access: 

ÂUser guides (single and combined datasets) 

ÂData documentation 

ÂProject instructions 

ÂQuestionnaires 

 

Register to access data 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/series/?sn=200020


6 

GUS SPSS datasets 

Cohort 1 

ÁSweep 1: Birth and Child cohorts 

ÁSweep 2: Birth and Child cohorts 

ÁSweep 3: Birth and Child cohorts 

ÁSweep 4: Birth and Child cohorts 

ÁSweep 5: Birth cohort only 

ÁSweep 6: Birth cohort only 

Cohort 2 

ÁSweep 1: Birth cohorts 

ÁBetween 1100 and 2100 variables in each dataset 

including derived variables 
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Documentation ð the way in to the 

datasets 

ÁUser Guide 

ÁData Documentation: 

ÁTopic guide 

ÁQuestionnaire showing variable names, questions and 

routing 

ÁShowcards 

ÁVariable list 

ÁDerived variables syntax  

ÁInterviewer and Coder Instructions 

ÁReports and publications - sweeps 1 to 5 

 

http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=5760&type=Data%20catalogue%20-%20documentation#documentation
http://discover.ukdataservice.ac.uk/catalogue/?sn=5760&type=Data%20catalogue%20-%20documentation#publications
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Data topic summary 

ÁAvailable from the GUS website under ‘Using GUS data’/’Other 

useful documents 

ÁProvides summary-level detail of the topics and themes covered 

by the data at each sweep 

ÁIndicates: 

ÁDetailed topic (with constituent items where relevant) 

ÁWhich sweep 

ÁWhich cohort 

ÁWork in progress 

  

 

 

 

http://www.crfr.ac.uk/gus/using data.html
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User Guide 

ÁBackground to study 

ÁData collection methods and methodology for particular 

measurements if applicable 

ÁResponse rates 

ÁCoding and editing 

ÁWeighting the data 

ÁIndicators and summary variables, dropped variables, missing 

values conventions 

ÁDocumentation & related publications 

ÁContact details 

 

 

 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/findingData/snDescription.asp?sn=5760#doc
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Annotated questionnaire 

Contains: 

ÁText of questions and answer categories, as listed in 
showcards 

ÁIntroductions as read by interviewers 

ÁInstructions that interviewers would see but are not 
read out to the respondent 

ÁRouting through the questionnaire 

ÁVariable names 

 

 

 

Paper representation of a large complex computer 

programme 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/findingData/snDescription.asp?sn=5760#doc
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Questionnaire example 
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Variable list 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.esds.ac.uk/findingData/snDescription.asp?sn=5760#doc
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ÁInterviewer instructions:  

Á Important reference source for understanding the data 
collection in context  

ÁProvide details on the logistics of data collection 

 

ÁCoding/Editing instructions, for coding: 

ÁOpen questions - with no defined pre-codes: e.g. long-
standing illness or disability 

Á‘Other – please specify’: e.g. other concerns about child’s 
development 

Interviewer and Coding/Editing 

instructions 



More about  data - 

afternoon workshop 2. 


