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ACCESSING the GUS DATA at ESDS ( http://www.esds.ac.uk/ ) 
 

1) On the ESDS home page, type GUS into the ‘Search the Data Catalogue’ box on the left-hand side  
and click on ‘GO’ 
 

 
 
2) This will take you to a screen listing datasets which have ‘GUS’ in their description.   
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3) You can then choose to look at the Study Description/Documentation or Download/Order the 
datasets. Anyone  who is browsing the ESDS site has access to the description and 
documentation  of datasets in order to help them decide whether a dataset would be of use in their 
analysis.  Various options are listed on the top of the screen, which direct you to the full dataset 
documentation for download in pdf format, the list of individual variables, the publications available for 
that study and whether there are any related studies. 
 

 
 
4) (Electronic) Variable list 
 

 
 
Clicking on ‘show variable’ for the highlighted variable gives the frequencies (unweighted) of that 
variable 
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5) The various documentation files (including a list of the variables) can be downloaded as pdf files.  
The study information gives details of copyright and how to acknowledge and cite the data in 
publications 
 

 
 
6) Downloading the datasets requires you to have an Athens username and password and to be 
registered with the Data Archive 
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7) If you have never downloaded data at the UKDA you will need to register 
 

 
 

 
 
8) And you will be asked to accept the ‘End User licence’ (= Terms and Conditions of Use) 
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A confirmation email is then sent to you to authenticate your Athens login at UKDA and complete the 
registration process. 
 
9) In addition to this main registration with UKDA, you must also register for a use of data  
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10) Datasets can be requested in different formats and can be downloaded as a zip file, which also 
includes the full documentation. 
 

 
 
11) When you select a format, you will be asked a location where to save the zipped file. It will contain 
the datasets and the documentation for all sweeps, as well as a UKDA file called 
‘5760_File_Information.doc’ which gives more information on the file names, a ‘read5760.htm’ file 
which gives information on the GUS updates, any problem found in the data and provide advices for 
conversions to STATA, Excel etc: 
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